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Happy Coming Out Week, UMaine! This is one of my favorite weeks of the year. I
want to take this moment to congratulate my LGBTQ+ friends and family who have
made the bold choice to come out and share their gender and/or sexuality with the
folks in their lives. It is not a decision to be taken lightly, and coming out is a regular
decision we must make each time we connect or interact with somebody new.
I also want to send all my love and solidarity to folks who are reading this who may
not have come out yet. There are a million different reasons someone may choose
not to out themselves, and none of them negate or invalidate your identity. You are
just as much a part of the LGBTQ+ community as those of us who choose to share
that part of ourselves openly and publicly. This week is for you, too.
Please check out the schedule of events for this week and the rest of LGBTQ+
History Month below. We're also excited to be bringing our Parade of Flags back, and
will be sharing images of each of the different flags raised above campus on our
Facebook and Instagram pages for those of you who are unable to be here when
your flag is raised. Know that, whether or not you personally see your flag flown
above Orono, this is a place for you and every other LGBTQ+ student, staff, and
faculty member, whether or not you are out.
For our cis and straight neighbors and colleagues, I ask that you take this week to
advocate for better and more inclusive policies wherever you are. Speak to your
colleagues about the importance of pronouns. Participate in International Pronouns
Matthew Revitt <matthew.revitt@maine.edu>
Happy Coming Out Week! �
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Day on Wednesday and Spirit Day on Thursday to show your support. Find ways to
make the work you do more inclusive of folks of all genders and sexualities, and
that's one less thing that LGBTQ+ have to put the labor into doing themselves. It all
helps, and it all adds up.
Happy Coming Out Week, and sending all my love to LGBTQ+ folks far and wide, out
or closeted, questioning or certain. You are valid, and you are family.
Rob Jackson (He/Him)
Staff Associate for Diversity
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LGBTQ+ young people, attending GYRO, discuss what pronouns mean to them.
International Pronouns Day "is an annual event that seeks to make sharing,
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respecting and educating about personal pronouns commonplace."
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A brief recap of Spirit Day 2020 from GLAAD. Join us for Spirit Day 2021 this
Wednesday and don't forget your purple!
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For more information about GLAAD's work, please visit http://www.glaad.org,
http://facebook.com/glaad, and http://twitter.com/glaad.
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Please join us in Orono for the inauguration of the Robert Talbot Civil Rights
Speaker Series, featuring co-authors of "Fighting Time," Amy Banks and Isaac
Knapper. The event will be held on Thursday, October 21, 2021 at Wells
Conference Center from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. Registration available here:
our.umaine.edu/talbot.
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This email was sent to matthew.revitt@maine.edu
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